Chapter 3: Migration

Introducing the Chapter

Migration recently has been a much-contested topic in North America. Many students have strong feelings about the migration debate and your class will benefit from a better understanding of the geographic factors leading to migration, including the factors which pushed so many from Europe to the New World.

Your class will also appreciate coming to a better understanding related to the history of European migration to North America. 

The chapter begins with a discussion of migration using Ravenstein’s 11 rules of migration. The Hurricane Katrina/New Orleans example is used again as an example of an environmental push factor, but other natural or human-induced disasters can be invoked as well.

Icebreakers

Oregon Trail

Many students in American classrooms will have played “Oregon Trail,” a computer simulation of some of the challenges faced by migrants to the American West. Mentioning this game is likely to generate examples of physical barriers to migration: the sheer distance, river crossings, deserts, and other challenges such as disease, exhaustion, and hunger.

Talking points brainstorm

Discussions of migration are frequently charged with students’ prejudices and misinformation, especially around undocumented migration. 

A class discussion delimiting the issues surrounding immigration, illegal or otherwise, can help. Some questions for students:

· Who is more culpable, the illegal migrant or the person or company who hires her/him? Is the real issue undocumented immigration or illegal employment?

· Is it OK for Americans to purchase products made overseas with cheap labor? Is this any different than allowing low-cost labor to immigrate to the US? How? Is there an ethical choice involved in this question? 

Challenges to Comprehension

Mobility vs. Migration

Most college students have a great degree of mobility, much greater than that experienced by much of the world’s population. Therefore, students may have a difficult time imagining how little many people around the world actually move and how significant a migration decision is. 

Illustrating the significance can be helped with a discussion of the difficulty of obstacles, both cultural and physical, faced by migrants. An understanding of how few resources most migrants have is especially useful. This understanding also aids students in comprehending chain migration, as migrants are likely to travel where they have a connection to family or a group from their home country.

Another approach is to ask students about where, provided they have the money, they would like to travel. Write a list of their favored destinations. 

Now ask the students whether there are any places on the list where citizens of which are not free to visit the United States…. A healthy discussion should follow.

Prejudice/Xenophobia

These problems can crop up in nearly any topic of human geography, but can be especially difficult in this subject.

To address prejudice, consider the “talking points brainstorm” in “Icebreakers,” above. 

Taking an historical perspective on migration to the U.S. and Canada might help, too, as they are principally nations of immigrants. 

Assignments

Review/Reflection Questions

· Name an economic, social, and environmental “push” factor (three in all) that would make you migrate, and explain each one. Do the same for three “pull” factors. Make sure you demonstrate an understanding of the difference between mobility and migration in your answer.

· Why did 40 million Europeans leave for the United States to face unknown challenges in America? Answer as though you were a European in the late 1800s preparing to migrate and give your reasons for leaving Europe as well as your reasons for choosing America. 

· Why are new migrants to an area frequently the butt of racist or ethnic jokes? Explain in the context of the history of European emigration to the United States. Which groups were more frequently made fun of?

· Describe an interregional move made by your family, some friends, or some others you know. Explain their migration decision using the terminology from the book. Do the same for an intraregional move.

Coordinate Questions

Look at the following coordinates located along national borders (you might have to zoom in) and describe what you see in terms of: 

· evidence that a border is there

· evidence that life is different on one side of the border from the other

· evidence that people could cross the border easily

· evidence that there is an effort to prevent people from crossing the border

Canada/U.S. border:

49 N, 122 W

49 N, 115 W

49 N, 97 W

45 N, 72 W

Mexico/U.S. border:

27.5 N, 99.5 W

28.34 N, 110.31 W

31.75 N, 106.75 W

31.5 N, 111.6 W

32.54 N, 117 W

· Would it be possible to truly secure either border? 

· Which would be more difficult to secure? 

· What are the implications of your observations to border and/or immigration policy?

To Build a Fence?

Many politicians and citizens have proposed building a high-security fence along a major portion of the U.S.-Mexico border to prevent undocumented migration. 

Read the research article cited below and write a response to it in the context of the “new fence” idea. What do you think a new fence at the border might result in? How might we instead resolve issues with undocumented migration? 

McIntyre, D. L., and Weeks, J. R., (2002). Environmental Impacts of Illegal Immigration on the Cleveland National Forest in California. The Professional Geographer, 54, 392-405.

Resources

Understanding Katrina: Perspectives from the Social Sciences

A great collection of essays on Katrina from the Social Science Research Council:

http://understandingkatrina.ssrc.org/ 
United Nations High Commission on Refugees

http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/home
Map and text-based information about refugees, photos, news, publications, and educational material, including the excellent “The State of the World’s Refugees 2006” (http://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/template?page=publ&src=static/sowr2006/toceng.htm) 

Cultural Landscape Report for Ellis Island

Stakely, J.T. (2003). Cultural Landscape Report for Ellis Island. Brookline, Mass.: National Park Service Olmstead Center for Landscape Preservation. 

This document is a detailed analysis of the changes to the landscape of Ellis Island and its cultural history. Available online at http://www.cr.nps.gov/history/online_books/elis/clr.pdf  (Requires Adobe® Reader®)  

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis
This is the official U.S. government site for immigration policy and applications. 
U.S. Department of State Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration

http://www.state.gov/g/prm/
This is a U.S. government site for official news and views on immigration and refugee issues.

Connections between Chapters

Back to Chapter 2

Students have an extremely difficult time connecting Chapter 2 with Chapter 3. A great number seem to have memorized, mantra-like, that migrants came to the United States “to escape religious persecution.” 

Address this misconception by asking whether students believe that all 40-some-odd million European migrants to the U.S. were fleeing religious persecution. It is amazing how enduring Elementary school tales of Pilgrims can be.

Forward to Chapter 4

A natural connection to Chapter 4 is the observation that migrants frequently bring unique elements of their culture with them in the form of unique foods, dress, and social customs.

This observation can be made even more poignant by emphasizing the most common destination of new migrants, large urban areas, are locations which feature cultural diversity.
