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CHAPTER 3

MIGRATION

PURPOSE OF CHAPTER 3


Migration is a topic that many human geography instructors cover quickly, if at all. Some geographers devote little time to it because they see migration as less pressing than other economic and political geogra​phy topics. Others consider migration to be a process that underlies cultural diversity rather than a separate topic. Reinforcing this neglect is an absence of contemporary theories or conceptual models to explain mi​gration.  


This chapter identifies main reasons why people migrate over time: economic, political, cultural, and environmental. Migration is first and foremost, a spatial process. People are both pushed from their current residence by these factors and pulled to a new location. The new location may be another country or elsewhere in the same country. Migration within a country may be from one region to another or within the same region. This framework should prove manageable for students, but instructors need to emphasize that people in reality migrate for a combination of reasons.

SUMMARY OF CHAPTER 3

1.
WHY DO PEOPLE MIGRATE?

Reasons for migration; distance of migration; characteristics of migrants.

2.
WERE ARE MIGRANTS DISTRIBUTED?

Global migration patterns; U.S. immigration patterns, impact of immigration on the United States.

3.
WHY DO MIGRANTS FACE OBSTACLES?

Immigration policies of host countries; cultural problems living in other countries

4.
WHY DO PEOPLE MIGRATE WITHIN A COUNTRY?

Migration between regions of a country; migration within one region.

suggested Web sites:

The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human Geography, eighth edition: Companion web site


Review exercises, critical thinking exercises, web links, textbook updates, and instructor assistance.


http://www.prenhall.com/rubenstein

U.S. State Department Bureau of Population, Refugees, and Migration


Current issues, regional data, publications, and related sites.


http://www.state.gov/www/global/prm/index.html

Irish Immigration Center


Information about Irish immigration to the U.S. past and present, history, and culture.


http://www.iicenter.org

United Nations High Commission on Refugees


Map and text based information about refugees, photos, news, publications, and educational material.
www.unhcr.ch/
THINKING GEOGRAPHICALLY
1. Discuss the United States as a nation of immigrants. Have people’s perceptions changed in recent years regarding this issue? 

2. What is the impact of out-migration? Is this beneficial or harmful in areas experiencing population loss?

3. What groups settled the local area?  Where did they settle and why?  What are the local spatial patterns?

4. Push factors as motivation to leave an area.  What is the impact on population growth?

5. Should workers be brought into the U.S. to perform low skilled jobs or should the jobs be exported?

KEY ISSUE 1

WHY DO PEOPLE MIGRATE?


The first purpose of this chapter is to sum​marize the major reasons why people migrate. Here is the outline of reasons used in this chap​ter:

1.
Push factors

a.
Economic—poor harvests, lack of jobs 

b.
Cultural/Political—refugees from wars, government ideology

c.
Environmental—floods, drought

2.
Pull factors

a.
Economic—job opportunities 

b.
Cultural/Political—freedom

c.
Environmental—amenities


People migrate either voluntarily or because they are forced, although the distinction between these two types is not always clear. Frequently, forced migration is more likely to be associated with political push factors, while voluntary mi​gration is more likely to be associated with eco​nomic pull factors. In addition, the above factors can result in either international or internal mi​gration.

KEY ISSUE 2

WHERE ARE MIGRANTS DISTRIBUTED?


The first part of this section discusses global migration patterns. The next part divides U.S. immigration into two main eras. The first era was dominated by Europeans and the second era is dominated by Latin Americans and Asians. Despite this change in origin of immigrants, the primary motivations for international relocation remain the same. Most people choose to migrate for economic reasons, a combination of economic problems at home and the prospect of better conditions at the new location. Suggestions for discussions include the demographic transition and reasons for the changes in origins of U.S. immigrants; and the nature of the U.S. as a country inhabited overwhelmingly by direct descendants of immigrants.


Another contemporary issue related to migration in North America is large-scale illegal or undocumented immigration, especially from Mexico into the United States. Students in the southwestern United States may be especially sensitive to this issue. Should the U.S. govern​ment crack down on undocumented immigration or tolerate it? Do undocumented immigrants on balance benefit the U.S. economy by filling jobs that Americans are unwilling to do?


Alternatively, by accepting lower wages, do illegal immigrants take away jobs from Ameri​cans? Should undocumented immigrants be al​lowed to attend school and utilize public services, so that they can improve their condition, or does a tolerant attitude among Americans merely en​courage more illegal immigrants to arrive?

KEY ISSUE 3

WHY DO MIGRANTS FACE OBSTACLES?


This section concentrates on the major problems migrants encounter in their desired destination: first, gaining permission to enter another country, and second, facing hostility from local citizens once they arrive. An outline of major points of the section follows:

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Immigration policies

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Quota systems

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Guest workers

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Economic migrants and refugees

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Cultural problems

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Opposition to new immigrants

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Poor social conditions

SYMBOL 183 \f "Symbol" \s 10 \h
Immigrants as scapegoats

KEY ISSUE 4

WHY DO PEOPLE MIGRATE WITHIN A COUNTRY?


This section divides internal migration into interregional and intraregional migration. The first part of the section discusses interregional migration in the United States, as well as in Russia, Brazil, Indonesia, Europe, and India. The second part of the section identifies three types of intraregional migration: rural-to-urban, urban-to-suburban, and metropolitan-to-non​metropolitan. Rural-to-urban migration is typi​cal of developing countries, while urban-to-sub​urban migration is typical of relatively developed countries. During the 1970s, some relatively de​veloped countries experienced counterurbaniza​tion, or migration to nonmetropolitan areas. However, during the 1980s this process has stopped since job opportunities have declined in rural areas.


In view of the ease with which Americans migrate to another location, students may not be able to visualize the extent of the hardships our ancestors endured to migrate in the nineteenth century. A particularly effective depiction of the problems can be found in the film Domesticating the Wilderness. This was one of a series called America, narrated by Alistair Cooke in the 1970s. The film clearly displayed some of the environmental hazards people faced during the mid-nineteenth century traveling between Mis​souri and California. 


Students could be asked to document family migration history. Have them list every time they moved from one community to another (exclude moving from one house to another in the same community). Then have them list every time one of their parents moved, and then one of that par​ent's parents. Most students will need to consult their parents and grandparents. Then indicate the movements on a map of the United States. When all of the maps are compared, migration patterns should emerge. See Barbara Fredrich's article "Family Migration History," in the Journal of Geography, November, 1977.


For recent figures on net migration and population change within the United States, con​sult the Statistical Abstract of the United States, published annually by the U.S. Department of Commerce. This is the best single source of U.S. data on a variety of demographic subjects.


Students tend to have strong preferences concerning the regions of the United States in which they do and do not wish to live. These strong opinions lend themselves to an interesting project, because their preferences will not match those of students at other universities.


____________________________________________________________________________________________

PROJECT:  MIGRATION PREFERENCES


Indicate with a checkmark on the next page the five states you would most like to live in and indicate with an x the five states you would least like to live in:




Alaska


Idaho


Michigan


New York


Tennessee




Arizona


Illinois


Minnesota


North Carolina


Texas




Arkansas


Indiana


Mississippi


North Dakota


Utah




California


Iowa


Missouri


Ohio


Vermont




Colorado


Kansas


Montana




Connecticut


Kentucky


Nebraska


Oregon


Washington




Delaware


Louisiana


Nevada


Pennsylvania


West Virginia




Florida


Maine


New Hampshire


Rhode Island


Wisconsin




Georgia


Maryland


New Jersey


South Carolina


Wyoming






Tabulate the number of positive and negative scores received for each state. Then compare the results to the following preferences expressed by students in Alabama, California, Minnesota, Ohio, and Pennsylvania (listed in alphabetical order).


For more information on migration preferences, see This Remarkable Continent, edited by John F. Rooney, Wilbur Zelinsky, and Dean R. Louder.




Most preferred




California


Massachusetts


Maine


Colorado


Massachusetts




Florida


New York


Michigan


Florida


New York




North Carolina


Oregon


Minnesota


Hawaii


Pennsylvania




Texas


Washington




Least preferred

Michigan


Alabama


Alabama


Alaska


Alabama




Montana


Arkansas


Arkansas


Idaho


Georgia




North Dakota


Louisiana


Louisiana


Iowa


Mississippi




Rhode Island


Mississippi


Mississippi


Kansas


South Carolina




South Dakota


South Carolina


South Carolina


Utah 


Tennessee
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