PROJECT:  CENTRAL PLACE THEORY

Research on central place theory was conducted by Brian Berry in the U.S. Midwest, especially in Iowa. The purpose of this project is to determine the extent to which the hierarchy of settlements in Iowa still conforms to central place theory.

· Below is a list of the 25 largest cities in Iowa. The population is for the county in which the city is located, from the 1990 Census.





	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	




1.
On the map of Iowa draw a circle around the dots representing settlements with a population over 80,000. How many are there? __________

2.
Divide the state into 8 irregularly shaped circles, with the 8 largest cities as close as possible to the center of the circle. The 8 irregularly shaped circles should not overlap each other. These represent the market areas for the 8 largest cities.

3.
Measure the approximate distance in miles of the radius of the circle drawn around Des Moines. _________

4.
Are the irregularly shaped circles about the same size throughout the state, or do the sizes differ in different parts of the state? ___________________

5.
Why are the market areas in the eastern part of the state smaller? 

________________________________________________________________________

6.
To what extent do cities in Iowa follow the rank-size distribution? ____________________
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